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1. This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 btsA(a). 
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This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 



In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion 



of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 



to 



the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 

The Internationa! Bureau wiU communicate this report to ^mfhepriority 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), betore the expirauon 
date (Rule 4Abis .2). 
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Basis of the opinion 
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Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
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International application No. 
PCT/US04/41561 


Box No. I Basis of this opinion 


1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it 
was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following ^age. , 

which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rules 123 and 23.1(b)). 


2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 


a. type of material 




|"H a sequence listing 




[~H table(s) related to the sequence listing 




b. format of material 




PI in written format 




| | in computer readable form 




c. time of filing/rumishing 




["""I contained in international application as filed. 




P~l filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 


PI furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 


3 □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating hereto has been filed 
* or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that m the 
application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 


4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 Ws.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial 
ftpnlirnhilitY; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims S-10. 10-21 




YES 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims NONE 




YES 


Claims 8-10. 19-21 




NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) . 


Claims 1-25 




YES 


Claims NONE 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

I Claims 1-7 11-18, and 22-25 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Plciocclo. 

Re claims 1-7 11-18 and 22-25, Plciocclo discloses determining, based on profit management consideration, a 
subTcrtptonto at .list one PrSuct'available for sale by a vending machine (figs. 1 and ^^^KXtSt 
least one term that defines at least one product which may be redeemed pursuant to the sutecnpiJon (col. 9, lines 6-19). 
Sutt^g anVffeTto Turehase the subscription (fig. 13); receiving an Indication of acceptance of the .off* (fig. |& 
91 Z rfioisterino the subscription (col. 8). He discloses receiving the monetary value from the consumer (col. 3, ines 37- 

II I nes 4*47 Mr ^further discloses that the step of receiving the monetary value includes receiving a credit 
SatiStkS^fS^^W^ col. 4. lines 4*47). In addition. Plcloccio discloses that the database Includes 
SbU°ty date for each of the plurality of products and the step of selecting Is further based on the profitability data (col. 9. 

Z o2?M0 and 19-21 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Picclocclo in view of 

R ° S te daims 8-10 and 1 9-21 Picclocclo fails to teach outputting a code and receiving the code and a request to redeem a 
unit of Sdu* pursuant to the Option. However. Rossldes discloses access codes In an expected value parent 
me hod in relatton to a subscription method (col. 8, line 5-22 and 65-68; col. 9. lines 34-38; fig. 8) ,'^ould have teen 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to use these features for the advantage of 
coding information in a database system to redeem a product according to a subscnptlon. 
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